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MOTION—WAR BETWEEN BRIT-
AIN AND GERMANY, ANNIVER-
SARY OF DECLARATION.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [4.36]: I move—
That on this anniversary of the de-
claration of a righteous war the Legis-
lative Council of Western Ausivalia, in
conjunclion with the rest of the Em-
pire, records iis inflexible determina-
tion Lo conlinue to a victorious end the
struggle in maintenance of those ideals
of Lberty and justice which are the
common and sacred cuuse of the Allies.
The Government have recognised the
suggestion made by Mr. Kirwan yesterday
as one worthy of adoption. It will be
unanimously agreed that the day is a
fitting one to submit to Parliament a
resolution which will refiect the feeling
of the Australian people on tbis, the anni-
versary of the terrible war in which the
Empire is engaged. It is not necessary
to lay siress on our loyalty, or to dwell
on our patriotism, Aunstralia’s loyalty is
not in guestion, Australia’s patriotism
i not in doubt. The Australian blood
which has been shed at the Dardanelles,
and the thousands of Australians who are
leaving every sphere of life to take a place
in the firing line under the British stau-
dard, afford the most elogquent proof that
we have not forgotten our responsibilities

or overlooked our obligations. In a word
our actions give a complete answer to ap,
question which might be asked by neutra
nations as to how Australia feels in re
gard to this war. More than that, I thinl
I am expressing the true Australian senti
ment when 1 say that, despite all th
horrors associated with it, this war mus
go on until a fell blow has been strucl
at Prussian wmilitarism, and the welfar
of generations fo eome has been place:
beyond peril fram its sinister machina
tions, To repeat the memorable word
of the Prime Minister, uttered soon afte
the declaration of war, and which crys
tallised the sentiments of the Anustralia
people, “We shall be prepared to giv
our last man and our last shilling to helj
the Mother Country in her present strug
gle.”

Hoen. W. KINGSMILY, {Metropolitan
[4.40] : Perhaps one of the most pleasin;
teatures of the motion which the leade
of the Honse has proposed with a grea
deal of eloquence is the faet that the wa
of which the anniversary is to-day, %
alluded to as a righteous war; and th
righteousness of the war is, I think I ma}
gay, becoming more apparent with ever:
hour that the war lasts. The righteous
ness of the war is making itself apparen
in two directions. Tirstly, in its bein;
revealed to us of what a long-laid plo
this war is the enlmination, and secondly
in i{s being revealed to us to what a
extent a scientific nation, a natiol
which should be in the van o
progress, which has been in th
van of progress, so far as scien
tific attaipment is concerned, can fall int«
the depths of malevolence; o what evi
purposes its scientific attainments can bi
put. And let me say here—it is not my
intention to make many remarks, becaus:
I did not know of this motion uutil !
few minoies ago—that there is an
other reason, perhaps, why, withou
any undue vainglory, we as Aus
tralians may celebrate this anniver
sary with whatever pride we may b
permitted to attach to so mournful an oc
cusion. I say, a mournful occasion, be
cause many hoped when the war was firs
declared that the first anniversary of i
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would never oceur. However, the anni-
versary has oceurred; and let me say that
T think we may look with pride on the
fact that Australia bas at last made its
entry into a full measure of nationhood,
that she has proved that, so far as Aus-
tralia as a nation is concerned, she is fit
to take her place, and that her sons are
worthy to take their places, amongst the
best in the world. This, I think, cannot
but be a source of pride to all members—
a source of pride, not of vainglory. It is
a source of legitimate pride that we have
been tried and not found wanting. Those
who have gone have responded nobly to
the call of duty, and those who have died
will live, I think T may say in no figure
of speech, in the hearts of all of us who
have stayed behind. And let me say, too,
that T think even those who have stayed

behind have on the oceasions when they.

have been called upon, proved, whether
in high positions or in low positions, that
they are heart and soul in this ecause
with the great Empire of which we are
so proud to form a part. If I spoke for
hours I eould add nothing to the feelings
which hon. members, I know, experience
on this day, I bave the greatest pleasure
and pride in seconding the motion which
bas been so elogmently proposed by the
leader of the House.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [4.43]:
Before the motion is put I desire to say
a few words in support. 1 agree with
all that has been uttered by the two hon.
members who bave preceded me, in re-
spect of what has been done by the Com-
nonwealth and by the Empire as a whole.
3ut I do desire to deprecate the want of
sublicity that is in evidence as regards
me of our Allies, the Ally that has
itemmed the onward marech of our ene-
nies ot the western fronotier, Much has
seen said in the Press of this State re-
rarding our Allies on the eastern fron-
ier, the Russians, Much has been said,
lso, regarding the last nation to enter
nto the war, the Italians. But very
ittle indeed has been said of that nation
thich stands as a landmark of liberty, of
eart, and of all those factors that con-
ribute to make a civilisation. I refer to
rance, That is my reason for adding

my tribute of praise to that nation to
whom we all owe so much, It seems
almost a safire on our statesmen, our
diplomats, and indeed our ecivilisation,
to find that a century ago we were over-
throwing the one man who stood out in
the opinion of the people of that time as
a menace to ecivilisation and posterity;
but after 100 years of the progress of
civilisation we find to-day, when we com-
pare the two, that so far as humane treat-
ment and the observance of the laws of
nations are concerned, there is as much
difference between the IKaiser and the
great Napoleon as there is between night
and day. As Britishers we owe an obli-
gation to the British Empire, and in the
interests of that great nation, in the in-
terests of the future, I hope that wher-
ever due publicity and recognition ean be
given to France it will be given in this
State as it has not been given in the past.
We have a gigantic task before us,
namely to preserve our Empire and the
glorious institulions under which we live;
buf it must be reeognised that despite
what has been said about our enemies, all
statistics and information available go to
prove that never before in the history of
the civilised world has a nation been so
organised and marshalled as has Ger-
many. Its organisation is wonderful, as
we see when we learn that at the very
ontbreak of hostilities the German Gov-
ernment had every man in the German
Empire card-indexed from Berlin, and
knew where to place the finger on each
man. After all, war is not & game of
love. War to-day, as we have seen, is as
bitter as it was in the days of barbarism.
We have an enormous task before ns, in
the prosecution of which we should sink
all our differences and unnife in the one
common object. When I say sink our
differences, I mean that those in a posi-
tion to give should give their all, with
those who have only their lives to give.
I have been termed a pessimist as
regards the logieal outcome of the
gigantie stroggle now before us, but I
do not care. We ecan take any per-
son who is & student of social evolution
and of history, and we will find that he
eannot but be appalled with the task
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before us, That task is to win, and 1
say that we can win only by plaecing our
whole hearts and thoughts and wealth at
the dispesal of the Empire.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM
{North) [4.50]: Since the present posi-
tion has heen placed so seriously before
us by the last speaker, I would like to
add a few words, oot only in support of
the resolution, but in voicing an carnest
appeal that everybody throughont the
State and the Commonwealth should Jend
his best possible aid in assisting the Em-
pire. It is just 12 months to-day since
we were informed by cable that the Im-
perial Government were compelled to
declare war against the German Empire.
1 say compelled, because if ever a nation
was reluctant fo enter into war it
was the British Empire. No nation,
however, with the slightest respect
for itself and for ifs self-preserva-
tion could possibly, in supilar eir-
cumstances, have stocd out. The in-
formation we Thave received lately,
while not perhaps of a diseouraging
nature, has not been at all hopeful. For
12 months this struggle has been carried
on with varying success and losses, until
at last we find ourselves in a very diffi-
cult position, a position brought about
by the fact that both opposing forces
seem to be of almost equal strengih. I
do not for one moment eonsider that the
Germans are superior either jn aectual
fighting or in generaiship. But I
do say that they bhave made such
magnificent  preparations and  have
got such a wealth and quantity of
far-reaching guns and munitions that
they have an advantage over the Allies.
I do not, however, think there are
any grounds for despair. It is a ques-
tion entirely of enduranee, and therefore
1 feel confident that the Allies will win.
But they c¢an win only on one condition,
and that is that every man and woman
does his or her utmost to assist the
British Empire. And sarely if is worth
while, not only for us as members to do
what we can, but also to try to indnce
everyone else to give assistance. Surely
this great Empire of ours is worth fight-
ing for, fighting till the last! We have

only to look at the map of the world anc
see what our forefathers have done. The)
have coloured the most desirable parts o
it with pink. Almost the piek of it i
in pink, T remember a remark one
made hy a German, who declared
“Wherever we want to go we find th
map eolonred pink, and find the Britis}
there.” J.et us remember what the Com
monwealth owes to the British. Empire
For nearly 100 years we have been al
lowed to pursue our avocations withou
the slightest disturbance from any foe
No hostile shot has been fired agains
Anstralia, and so we have been able
carry out our work and improve ow
conditions without the slightest interfer.
ence. Iiven further than that, we owe :
debt of gratitude. Australia I claim f¢
be the freest country in the world. Ti
has the freest institntions, Every war
and every woman has a vote to say unde:
what laws they shall live and what taxe:
they shall pay, and the highest positions
in the State are open to the meanest in.
dividnals. Indeed so good and libera
was the mother eountry in giving uws
home rule that there is not a single tie
existing Letween us and the mother coun.
try to-day, except that represented by
His Exeellency the Governor. We hawve
to be thankful. And I think we
appreciate the liberality with which om
applications for loan ‘money have always
been met. Those applications have been
many and frequent, but they have been
liberally responded to. Tiven in onr own
litile State we are indebted to the British
Empire to the extent of some 33 million
pounds. These are important matters,
and sorely these institutions and this
eountry is worth fighting for till the last.
If, perhaps, it does not appeal to those
who do not understand what the institu.
fions are, or what an Imperial eountry
is, let them remember that they Hhave
homes in Australia, that they live here,
It is my opinion that, if the Germans
win, the first indemnity they will ask for,
after gold, is this continent of Australia.
They will not take Canada, for the
reason they would never know the
day they might come into conflict with
the United States. They will not want
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Africa, on account
India for them is
lated. But for an

of the climate, and
too densely popu-
over-populated con-
tinental nation the ideal spot in the
world is Ausiralia, Here is a sea-girt
continent with no neighbours; a small
population to deal with, which they can
either kill off or use as they think fit; a
land that will produce evervthing that
makes life worth living, from gold to fruit
and bread; a {and indented by magnificent
harbours, Sarely those who do not ap-
preciate oiher things will appreciate the
value of their homes and what they have
in this country, everything worth living
for; and if they cannot live in their own
way life is hardly worth living, and
therefore 1 say let them go and fight for
it, and die rather than be beaten. Under
these circumstances, I hope everybody
will do the best possible for the TEmpire,
that everyone who iz able will go to the
front, and that those who are not able to
do this will do all they possibly can for
those who c¢an go, both before they leave
and after they return, and see that they
are well supplied with arms and muni-
tions required to carry on the war, I
have pleasure in supporting the resolu-
tion.

Hon. E. M. GLARKE (South-West)
[4.58]: As one vitally interested in the
war, I have nothing further to say
against onr enemies than this: that the
barbarons practices carried on by the
Germans would lave fitted n well with
the conditions of 1,000 years ago. T was
of opinion that our enemies had the com-
mon husiness knowledge to see what a
harmful thing it would be to the world
al large to launch such a war. I am not
keen to stari fighting, but T have no hesi-
tation in saying that this war must be
fought to the bitter end. We have al-
ways been a free nation. T am proud to
find that is not merely what we ourselves
consider, but what other nations consider
about ns. T know we have the moral and
practical support of Ameriea, though it
may not be generally known to what ex-
tent they have assisted ns with muni-
tions. T do not wish to make any com-
parisons between our Allies. I believe
they are all fighting and doing their best.

[4]

The mighty Russia is hampered, of
course, for want of munitions, If we are
going 0 make comparisons we must
never forget liltle Belginm who held the
gianf up in the first siages of the war,
and who took the first shoek and hore it
manfuily, I say this is a righteous war
and we musl carry it to a successful
issue. As far as sending men to the war
from Australia is concerned, Anuslralia
is doing well, T regret there are some
who are not fit to go. At the same time
I am proud to say that the Anstralians
have justified ihemselves, They have
made for themselves a name that will
go down to posterity, and their actions
will be regarded as the actions of those
of fighting men and will be the pride of
Britishers for all time. T feel deeply on
the question, and I am absolutely inter-
esfed in it. T am one of those who want
to see this fight fought to a finish. Our
~=p="iwi yenst be so heaten that we shall
1ol hear of such a war for ages to come.
A lesson and a severe lesson must be ad-
ministered to them. You may talk about
Napoleon; Napoleon at all events fought
the game fairly whalever else he was. 1
say unhesitatingly that the Germans,
who have used such means, any barbar.
ous means, against those opposing them,
should in their turn have used against
them all those machinaiions which they
have used against us. Nothing is too bad
for them. They deserve no more con-
sideration than a savage wild beast. T
have very much pleasure in supperting
the motion.

Hon. F. CONNOR (Norih) [5.3]:
May T be permitted to say that for the
last two years T have had the privilege
of living amongst the better elass of
Amerieans and the befter edueated men
of that country, namely, naval and mili-
tary officers, eommercial men and others,
and that I have also an acquaintance
with the Amerieans of the Philippine
Tsland. T have no hesitation in saying,
for T know it to be a fact, that at least
80 or 85 per cent. of the Americans are
in favour of the Allies. This informa-
tion is not gleaned second hand; it is
gleaned from personal acquaintance with
the people, The very best class of them,
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the military men, the professional men,
the doctors, lawyers, naval officers, all of
them practically are in favour of the
Allies. OFf course one will {ind in such
an immense population supporiers of the
German-Austrian eoalition, but they are
very few in number, and with the ex-
eeption of the Germans living in Ameriea,
who naturally are loyal to their own
people, they are few in number who are
net in favonr of the Allies. The very
best class of the people, not only those
living in America, but those living else-
where in the world, are almost entirely
upon our side, As an Irishman myself
[ want to veice my satisfaction of the
fact that at Home and abroad, wherever
these men are, the Trishman is found to
be not hackward in coming forward, He
does go to the front and when he gets
there God help the other fellow. Suffi-
cient proof of what I am saying is found
in the faet that I have only one son in
the country old enough to go into train-
img. He was 18 years old a few davs
ago and he is now in camp as a private.

The PRESIDENT: Perhaps in pass-
ing this motion members would wish to
show their determination by standing up.

Quesfion pnt and passed; members
standing.

The PRESIDENT: Would it be neces-
garv now o pass a motion that the reso-
Intion be transmitted to His Excellenex
the Governor?

The COLONTAL. SECRETARY: It
will be sent on hy the Government.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: The House should
do that.

The COLONTAT, SECRETARY: We
passed a similar resolution last year, and
[ do not think it was transmilted by this
Flouse to the Governov.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Tt is usual for
such a resolution {0 go from the Council,
and not to Flis Excellency through the
CGovernment.

The COLONTATL SECRETARY (Hon,
J. M. Drew—Ceniral): I move—

That the President be asked lo for-
ward a copy of this resolution to His
Ezxcellency the Governor, for irans-
mission to the Imperial authorities.

Hon, W. KINGSMILIL
tan): T second the motion.
Question put and passed.

(Metropoli-

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On motions by the COL.ONTAL SEC-
RETARY, sessional eommittees were ap-
pointed as follow :—

Standing Qrders Commiftee. — The
President, the Chairman of Committees,
Hon, F. Connor, Hon, H. P. Celebatel,
and the mover.

Library Committee.—The President,
Hon. W. Kingsmill, and Hon. H. Mil-
lington.

Printing Committee.—The President,
Hon. R. G. Ardagh, and Hon, A. San-
derson.

House Committee. — The President,
Hon Sir E. H. Wittencom, Hon. A, G.
Jenkins, Hon. J. Cornell, and Hon. R.
J. Lynn,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day——C onclusion.

Debate reswmed from the previous day.

Heon. J. F. CULLEN (Sonth-East)
[6.81: The reference in the Governor's
Speech, and the resolution of to-day, are
hardly necessary to impress upon hon.
memhers the gravity of the position in
which they are situated at the present
time. Twelve months have expired to-
day since Great Britain and her gallant
Allies, all unprepared, enlered npon their
defence, and the defence of their smaller
neighbours, against the enemy which had
been preparing for 40 years—an enemy
which had perfected such a foree as the
world had never previously dreamt of,
and had even gone into the peacafu!
territory of their neighbours and built
gun emplacements under cover of friend-
ship and placed their spies in their most
confidential departments. And yet vic-
tory has never been in doubt. I have
listened with not the greatest of patience
to some of the remarks of my hon.
friend, Sir Edward Wittenoom. Victory
for the Allies ean never be in doubt.

The Colonial Secretary: Hear, hear!
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Hon. J, F. CULLEN: And yet every
additional day means so mueh human
suffering, and the loss of so much treas-
ure, that all the Overseas Dominions are
at one with Great Britain that every
nerve must be strained to accomplish at
the earliest possible moment an honour-
able victory. Under these conditions
right-thinking people, not only in Par-
liament, but out of it, will agree that

every other form of strife should
be suspended, that strikes in in-
dustries, on which the issue of the

war depends, border upon treason, and
that the provokers of strikes, who
thought to pocket all the profits arising
out of the nation’s necessities through
their employees, whom they called upon
to speed up, are the arch-traitors of all.
The Governor’s Speech suggests that
under these conditions all members of
both Houses should be at one, and even
my hon. friend who moved the adoption
of the Address.in-reply might give him-
self the pleasure of & wunon-aggressive
speech. Whatever may he said of ac-
ceptance of this suggestion in another
place, where ““party’’ is hardly escap-
able, there is no difficnlty in the Legis-
lative Council. Here we have nothing
to do with the making or dismissing of
Administrations. We have the higher
duty of helping to perfect all measures
that come to us, no matter from what
sourée they emanate.

Hun. J. Cornell: We pui on the var-
nish.

Hon. J, F. CULLEN: I delight to im-
press this position upon my fellow mem-
bers. The aim of every member of the
second Chamber should be to exclude
party feeling to the utmost and work
liarmontously in the duty of revision and
of perfecting all Acts of Parliament. 1
hold that there is no difficulty here, The
Speech mentions the names of a number
of measures that are coming down. These
names are all quite friendly. Fverything
will depend upon the contents of the
measures these names are to cover. T
submit that it rests with the Gov-
ernment fo maintain in the elauses
of the Bills the promise of non-party
action until the end of the war. Every

hon. member will hope that the Gov-
ernment will fulfil their promise, and
that the session will not distraet by strife
atiention from the great battle of all, in
whieh every man here has hiz share, I
should like te snbmit to Ministers that
there will be nced for cantion under their
proposal te submit Bills for the exten-
sion and confinuanee of emergeney legis-
lation. It is under that head that I see
the greatest risk for contention. I
would advise Ministers, if they wonld
take it in the spirit it is offered,
to go thoroughly into these measures, and
not to content themselves by saying that
they were passed and Parliament would
be asked to extend the time. In view of
all that has happened uader the
administration of these emergent mea-
sures, Ministers will  provoke hos-
tilities here, if not in another place,
if they simply ask Parliament to
continue the powers of the administra-
tion of these Boards. 1 submii withount
fear of contradiction that the adminis-
tration of these emergent laws has
worked far more mischief than good, and
that the couniry to-day would be in a
far better position if those Bosards had
never been created. All that is required,
and [ urged this when the Bills came for-
ward, was some Statutory provisien for
placing the work of the old Seed Whent
Board ¢n a sound basis. This Board had
not the necessary Statutory authorily.
It was necessary that that authoriby
should be given. I would suggest that
Ministers should advise the Governor-
in-Couneil to end the existence of all
those Boards and by a measure
of a couple of -clauses clothe the
trustees of the Agricultural Bank with
any additional powers necessary for
all the work of vrendering assist-
ance to farmers. The Agriculiural
Bank has been for many years the
channel by which assistance has heen
given to farmers. All that is needed is
to clothe the trustees with power to deal
with the work of the old Seed Wheat
Board and with any extension of it that
has been undertaken by the Assistance
to Seitlers Board. Then there will be a
simple administration without complex-
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ity, without one Board running into
another, and the Minister will be saved
an immensity of trouble, If is a simple
solution of the whole difficulty. In this
direction I want to refer tu a mistake in
the 8peech on which Mr. Colebateh
placed his finger. Anyone reading that
Speech would econclude that the whole of
the farmers in this State had been at
their extremity and that the whole of
them had come on Ministers for bounty.
What is the position? Tt is quite true
that most of the farmers of this State
have had a very hard struggle. In fact
the farmer in the early years of his set-
tlement on the land has a terrible strug-
gle, but npotwithstanding the almost
universality of that struggle, only a frac-
tion of the number of farmers applied
to the Government for assistance, and
then not as a benefaction. It was a
purely business- transaction covered by

all the seeurities the settlers pos-
sessed and by the payment of
adeqnate interest. T§ is necessary
that this should be made c¢lear so
as to counteract the erroneous con-
clusion that everyone would come
to, unless of course he were be-

hind the scenes. There is a grave omis-
sion in the Governor’s Speech. Tt ought
to have contained a dignified protest
against the aetion of the Commonwealth
CGovernment in throwing down the gauge

of internal strife by re-submitting the

vexed questions of the referenda. Such
a protest would have come properly with-
in the powers and duties of the Govern-
ment of this State.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: What good would
it do?

Hon, J, ¥, CULLEN: That is a maiter
which eoncerns not simply the necessary
powers of the States hut their very exist-
enceg as separatc sovereign States.

Hon, J. Cornell: You want {o tell Lhem
that outside.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: My "contention
is that this is a matter which Ministers,
a5 enstodians of the rights and powers
of this State. should have taken up.
But ¢uite apart from the quesiion of
the bearing of the matter on the

State’s safety, there is the question
of the inopportuneness of the re-sub-
mission of the referenda when the Gov-
ernments of all the States are asking
their Parliaments not {o indulge in party
strife but to hold their minds calm for
the support of the Empire. Here at this
juncture, deliberately, wilfully and inex-
cusably, the Commonwealth Government
say it is quite (rue that on two previous
occasions the whole of the Siales were
divided bitterly into hostile camps, and
on those oceasions the questions were
thrown out, yet now, while the nation is
at death grips with its enemy, and with
the enemy of the world, the guuge must
be thrown down a third time. No
Ministry, properly seized of its respon-
sibilities, would have failed to refer to
this matter in the Governor’s Speech.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is a national ques-
tion,

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Aparl from the
inopportuneness of this throwing down
of the gauge, it is a fact that practically
all the State (overnments have in the
past opposed nearly all the questions in
the referenda. In the past mearly all,
even Labour Ministries, have been op-
posed to this attacking of the powers of
the States, bnt now they have mysteri-
ously turned round. Tt has bheen im-
pressed upon them that the Commonwealth
has & Constitution in advance of that of
any of the States, and that the quickest
way to give to the States what they regard
as the privileges of that Constitufion, is te
hasten on unification and to make the
condition of the States untenable, and to
take awny from them the essential powers
and thus force on unification and bring
the people of the whole Commonwealth
nnder one Constitution. I am sorry (hat
Ministers have imbibed the poison of
this advice. [ have made my remarks as
short as possible, My position to-day is
this: I do not think that the Adminis-
tration is what Western Australia needs,
As o cvitizen and a voter I have not the
necessaty conlidence in the Administra-
tion. I regard their plunge into socialistie
eitlerprses as a buge and a costly mistake
from whieh [ think Ministers themselves
would gladly escape if they saw the op-
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portunity of doing so, but they feel bound
to go on, Their intenfions are good
towards the section of the people who are
not sapporting them, and better still to-
wards those sections of the people who are
supporting them, and those people insist
that the costly blunders shall be persisted
in. Ministers therefore are helpless, To-
day they would gladly be relieved if they
could. I will not repeat all the sound
. advice given by Mr. Colebateh on this
question, but T will say that the only
way of escape will be presently to hand

over the responsibilities fo other people.-

How can they loock out to-day on the
condition of things? Departments which
four years ago were hives of business
aetivity are to-day abnost deserted.
The Government are
to know whai fo do with these buildings.
In the town where I live they have taken
away all the clerks but one. They have
lefi ane officer in charge and have been
measuring the building te decide to what
use they can put it. The last { heard was
that, after praetieally killing their Sav-
ings Bank branch in the town by trans-
ferring it in a private bank, with which
only a portion of the people deal, and
transferring it only oo the day when the
Commeonwenlth got {o work with their
savings bank in the post office, they are
going to take the State Bavings Bank
business into the land office, in order to
et the buoilding occupied. Look at the
army of surveyors imported at gpreat
cost who had more work than they
conld do! Four years ago we were
wanting more surveyors, bui to-dey num-
bers of them have been driven out of
the State and nearly all the others are
practieally unemployed. These two
instances may be faken as a fair gnide
to the effect of the policy of the Govern-
nent, T have not blamed Mimsters’ in-
tentions. Their intentions are good to
some and better to others. but as a result
of their dream of Sinte socialism, they are
turning what used to be live business
of the country info a wilderness. But
while T sav that. T repeat that this is
not the Flouse for making or dismissing
Administrations, and T for one will do
my share to help to improve sunch

at their wits’ end’

measures as come before the House, from
whatever party they come. As for the
war, let hon. members set an example of
absolute confidence—and not be afraid to
express that confidence—in the nation’s
great leaders and in the righteousness
and certain vietory of our cause; and let
the people as a whole work, as well as
trust in the leaders of the nation, and
confidently look forward to a triumphan
vietory.

Hon, A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5.33]: First let me express
my great pleasure at the return of our
friend Dr. Saw as a member for the
Metropolitan-Suburban provinece, I do not
think 1 can say more than that if he ean,
in this Council Chamber, live up {o the
high reputation which he brings into it,
all his political friends and supporters
will have very good reason to be satisfied.
I have said all I wish to say about wy
dear old friend the late Mr. Gawler, and
T would alse like to rule out, so to speak;
the guestion whigh was raised at the com-
mencement of the sitting. I do not think
there is muel to be said about the war; it
is 0 question of action. My opinion is that
after we have sent thie best of our fighting
men to the front, and after we have
pledged cur word to look after those they
have left be¢hind them, probably the best
thing Western Australia can do—1 do
not speak at all dogmatically on the sub-
jJect—is to put her house in order, so that
we mav be able to stand the stress aid
strain which is unquestionably coming
upon us. Coming bo the affairs with
which we are here to deal, we bave tho
dictunm of my friend Mr. Kirwan that le
has no objection to eriticism but that it
must be constructive criticism. T wonder
what he will think when T have finished!

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Have you anv
suggestions to make?

Hon, A. SANDERSON: Yes, and one
of them is that the hon. member really
should not try the patience of hon. mem-
hers by, I was going to say masquerad.
ing as a non-party man. I do not know
anyone in this Honse that is a stronger
supporter of the Government than he
That is the impression he has left on my
mind, but I do not wish to indulge in
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any personalities or recriminations with
my hon. friend. How are we to aet in the
best interests of Western Anstralia at
the present juncture? Mr, Cullen has
pointed out that we in this Chamber ean-
not turn out the Government. Whatever
vole we passed here would not turn out
the Ministry, Then how are we to act,
both for the protection of the people wha
sent us here and for our own reputafion
as business men? We should pat our
views as elearly and strongly as we can,
and say that the Government must be
carriecdd on by the people in power. 1
would like {o associate myself very
strongly with Mr. Colebateh in his eritic-
ism of the (fovernment, but 1 would ask
the question, in view of the affairs of the
country and the Empire al the present
juncture, does he really think it tends to
help- on matters by telling the Goverz-
ment that if they were directors of a pub-
lic company—TI think I am queting himn
correctly—they would be in the criminal
dock?

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Another lon.
member said they were all lunaties.

Hon, R. . Ardagh: And that is help-
ful eriticism.

Hon. A, SANDERSON : I do not think
the remark about lunaties was quite ser-
ious, but I think Mr. Colebateh was ser-
ious. The worst of it is, his remark was
nuite trne. That is the trouble, and it
makes matters much worse at a time like
this.

Hon. H. P. Colebateh: Do you think it
right to say my remark was true?

Hon, A. SANDERSON : The hon. men:-
ber will surely see the difference. Look
what has been done in the Imperial Par-
liament, the mother of Parliaments, a
model to us all, where we find Sir Edward
Carson, Mr, Asquith, dr. Lloyd George.
and Mr, Bonar Law sitling side hy side
and lelling the country that until the way
is over they will drop all the political
fighting without any sacrifice whatever of
their polifical convietions. They will have
one ohject, and one object only, and that
is to push the war through to a suceessfiu
conclusion. My ideal in Western Austra-
lin is that after we have dealt with the
war by sending our men te the front, pro-
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bably the best thing we can do for our-
gelves and for the IEmpire is to pul onr
affairs in order, Now, | ask Mr. Cole-
bateh agnin, if he considers that the faet
of telling Ministers they ought to be in
the eriminal dock

Hon, H. P. Colebatch: I did noi say
anything of the kind.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: 1 am aston-
ished 1o hear that. T have not a repoxt
of the hon. membher’s speech. He certainly
said “eriminal doek,” and the impression
left on my mind, and T believe on the
minds of other members, was Lhat that
was the position of affairs. But I accept,
without the slightest reservation, his dis-
claimer thal mine was an aceurate siate-

ment of his words.

Hoen. Sir BE. H, Wittenoom: Anyway,
you think they should have been there.

Hon, A, SANDERSON : Certainly, but
I 7o on to a much more pertinent critic-
ism of hon. members, like those wlho have
spoken both this session and last session,
with regard to this eternal criticism of
what they call soeialistic ventures. The
whole history of Western Australia, sines
it has had responsible Government, has
heen one series of socialistic experiments
which came to a erash last year on the
4th August, Take the Agricultural Bank.
Ts that a socialistic experiment? It was
started, I was going to say, with the al-
most nnanimous approval of the whole of
the country and has had the support of
the country right through the piece. But
which was the bank that was the causc
of all the trouble in this State last vear
when the erisis eame? We all know it
was the Agricultural Bank and the Agri-
cultural Bank only that failed to meet
its responsihilities,

Hon, H. P. Colebateh: That was not
the fault of the bank.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Whose fault
was it? Tt is a Sfate institubion.

Hon. Sir E, H. Wittenoom: Have a go
at the Commonwealth Bank willst you
are about it.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. A, SANDERSON: 1 am dealing
with the affairs of Western Australia with
which we are sent here to deal, Whal is
the use of hon. members dragging up this
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question of socialistic experiments and
legislation when the whole of the history
of this country has been one nightmare of
gocialistic enterprises sinee we received
responsible Government in 18809

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Wihy did not the
hon. member oppose the freezing works
last session?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I can only
reply to the hon. member that——

The PRESIDENT: I must ask the
hon. memher not to reply to interjections
as they only confuse,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: They will not
eonfuse me, Sir, but 1 will obey your
order and will not reply te it. [ am
merely trying to point ount that surely we
should have done with this talking of
socialistic enterprises. 1f it is to be in-
dulged ia, J, at any rate, will not take
a part in (he tannts being flung about
this Chamber. | have stated publiely and
privalely from Lhe beginning wy protest
against socialistic  enterprises, whether
the Agrirndtural Bank, the trams, or the
State meat shop. They are all abomina-
tions (o me from start to finish, and
‘surely the lesson to be learned is ilat
these enterprises, whelher paying or non-
paying, are a bideous danger and respon-
sibility  when we  have to Face such a
crisis as we faced last year and as we are
facing now. Now for a litlle construe-

tive criticism amd there one is bound not

to go to any length. But 1 desire to
tonely on the question raised by dMr, Cul-
len on the maiter of the Federal Govern-
ment and unification, We are bound in
this Chamber, as we cannot put the Gov-
ernment out, to accept them and make
the best of them. There is the future io
he considered and we ean look to the fu-
ture, although this is not the time to entler
into & long aruument or dissertation as to
what to do or what not to do when the war
15 finished. But we can give the lead to
thoze outside and mahe np our minds as
to the course we intend to pursue in the
public affairs of the Slate during the war
and when the war is over. And my own
oj inion is that if we are going to abolish
one of the Houses of Parliament, which
we hear so much about in the country, 1
agree (o it but I want to see the Lower
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House abolished, 7The affairs of Western
Australia, if they were confined to the
discussion of local matters, would be much
more  inteiligently  eriticised.  There

would be less personality and it would be

much betler Lor everyone in the country
if Western Australia was run by the Leg-
islative Council. There is less party feel-
ing i the Legislalive Council, there is no
question about ibat, There is less per-
gonal feeling than there ig in the Lower
House. 1 do not think anybody who has
sal and listened to the debates in the two
chambers can ¢ome fo any other decision
than that there is more knowledge and ex-
perience of Western Australia among the
members of the Legislative Council than
among members in another place. 1 do
not say that with any offence to members
of aunother place, but some of them are
vounger nnd have not handled the big
things that men here have done. They
have not had the cxperience of Western
Australia and its industries. Members
ean see that 1 am acting as a kind of can-
did critie, if T may do so, of the iwo
Tlouses. As far as local interes(s ave con-
cerned this House is far belter qualified
to munage the affairs of Western Aus-
tralia than the other Chamber. With re-
gard to unifieation 1 want to give, not my
own opinion whether it carries much
weight with the leader of the Government
or Mr, Kirwan, to say nothing of other
members; but the opinion of a great and
experienced stalesman who may be called
“the grand old man of Western Austra-
Iia)”” Sir Jobn Porrest, and no doubt mem-
bers have read the report in  to-night's
Daily News of the speech in the Federal
Parliament made by Sir John TForrest a
few nights ago. He said—

The position to whieh T have drawn
attention must, if it continues, resunlf in
the taking over of the State debts by
the Commonwealth, and, unless some
fairer  anel  hetter scheme is devised,
must eventually mean tle unification of
Australia, o far as I ean judge, the
States, within a very short time, will be
uiable to pay their way, because of the
invasion by the Commonwealth of the
taxable arca which was thought to be
reserved to them.
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That opinien wmusl earry some weight with
members here and with people outside
tliis Chamber. [ am hoping that my hou-
curable friend who asked for constructive
eriticism will admit that this is some at-
tempt to outline eoustruetion on whieh we
shouldl proceed with public affairs herc.
I we ave to continue the wrangle on so-
cialistic enterprises—for my part | do
not belicve it does any good either inside
or outside the House becanse people have
made up their minds. The people for
good or evil are commiited to socialistic
enterprises beginning with the Agrieul-
tural Bank and ending with the fish-shop.
Te me when 1 hear the eriticism that these
enterprises do not pay—the fish-shop, or
the meat-shop or the timber mills do not
pay—I say, “Would you be in favour of
them if they did pay”? Suppose the fish-
shop was returning a profit of £5 a day,
or a week, or a month, and at the end of
the year there was a revenue from the
fish-shop or a revenne from the meat-
shuj, or a revenue from the timber mills,
T ask the question of members who are
so destructive in their eriticism of the
socialistie enterprises——
Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom:
want to know what they cost.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: If that is the
case 1 want to take members a step fur-
ther and ask a pertinent question, As-
suming for the moment that any of the
enterprises pay does that take wembers
any -lfurtber? The wore they pay {rom
my point of view the worse it is.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Then you ought to
he satisfied vow,

Hon, A. SANDERSON: When we are
losing? [f members think we have seen
ihe worst of things they are mistaken. |
do net want to pose as a pessimist.  The
only persons who have reason to have any
serious anxiely are our ereditors. As far
as the people of the country are eon-
cerned there is no reason for any pessi-
mism or depression, although there is
every reason for care and economy, but
we cannot go bankrupt because we are
relying upon the Federal Government.
They will take very good care we arc not
allowed to repudiate in any shape or
form as far as our puhlic obligations are

We only

[COUNCILL.]

concerned.  But, | want to aveid seeing
Western Australia placed in such a posi-
tion that we will not be able to discuss on
cnual terms with the Cominouwealth Gov-
ernment. the arrangement that is going
to be made whieh is ontlined by Sir John
Forrest. That is the reason why | want
to see the Wistern Australian Treasuver
and Western Australia in a stroug posi-
tion in order that we may negotiate as
an enual with the Federal Government.
Then, it appears to me, reconstruction
will come about. If we are to indulge in
relorts, recriminations and eriticisms, it
is a foir retort on the part of the leader
of the House and anyone else te ask,
“Why do members who say they are in
favour of the State Steamship Company
say they are opposed to the meat-shop?”
One honourable member has been twit-
ted, and he cannot he counted ns a
labour supporter, with having supported
State steawships to convey the wheat
away long before the State Steamship
Service was inaugnrated, and, as onc
who has followed pretty closely West
Australian affairs since Responsible Gov-
ernment, it seems to be undoubtedly
that from the jump we have had these
socialistic enterprises and we cannot get
rid of them now. I hopé I have not in-
dulged in  recrimination or undue
wrangling?

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Certainly not.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I weuld like

- to repeat this with regard to socinlistie

enterprises, and [ shall not refer to them
again. I am sick and tired of them, but
the people of the country are committed
to them and we have to make the best
out of them until we have the recen-
struetion scheme brought abount. T do
not think we shall have many opportuni-
ties this session for diseussion. We
have not a long bill of fare before us,
and T pledged myselt when the war broke
out that T would not trespass on the
time of the House in induolging in extra-
ordinary criticisms on extraordinary
Bills. Bot this  Address - in -reply,
thanks possibly to your kind diserimin-
ation, Mr. President, does permit mem-
bers to deal with one or more subjects,
and as fer as my time is concerned that
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is devoted to public matters. I am try-
ing to work out on paper before I place
before the publie this question to which
SBir John Forrest has referred. And, at

present, I have arrived at no definite con-
clusion. The outline of the scheme seems
to be in the direction of unification, but
what unification means must be elearly
explained both to oneself and one's fel-
low subjects before we can bring it be-
fore them or any other hody. The ad-
nminisiration of the country is nof in our
hands but in the hands of members who
sit on the Treasury hench. And, T think,
even they, as was pointed out by Mr.
Kirwan, must have some anxious mo-
ments, [ will not add to them by in-
dulging in taunts and reeriminations. I
am very fond myself of party politics.
[ think it (he very essence of sound Gov-
crnment to have party polities, but there
are limes, and this seems to be one, when
we shonld devote the whole of our ener-
gies to the one end, to get through this
war with a erushing vietory for the
Allies, and it is only because I think that
we should- put our ewn place in order
that I veniure fo speak this afternoon.
T have a few notes here but they all be-
gin and end wilh socialisiic cnterprises.
Fvery member who has spoken on other
subjeets in a very few moments comes
hack to socialistic enterprises. T can only
hope that honourable members will assist
the Government in trying to put their
affairg in order, bat we must always re-
member that the responsibility of ad-
ministration is in their hands and net in
ours, They do got eriticism in this House
and sometimes of value, and after all
said and done abont the non-party
House, members, I think Mr. Kirwan
himself will admit that in this Chamber
there is no undue exhibition of party,
and if there has been in the past, T think
we might fairly eall a truce to-day and
have no more of it. As fo the responsi-
hility of the Government, if they think
they ean conlinue week after week, and
month after month, with the financial
position—and I am not blaming them as
much as some people, the war and the
dronght have had their effect, but
whether there had heen no war and no
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drought, it was only a matter of time, If
they conducted the affairs of State as
they have done during the last few years
it was only a matter of time before they
drifted on the rocks. I began with a re-
ference to Mr, Kirwan, let me end in ihe
same way. I am nof going to outline the
constrnetive poliey he asked for, but he
and others will he advised if they think
about the future government of the
country—and my idea of the future gov-
ernment of the country is unification and
the responsibility of the government of
the different localities in Western Austra-
lia thrown back on a Chamber such as
this is a Chamber composed of men of
considerable experience and considerable
wisdom in dealing with public affairs,
and, as I have already said, without that
bitter party and personal feeling which
is in evidence elsewhere.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) [6.1]:
In making my observations on the Ad-
dress-in-reply I do not wish to be mis-
understood, I shall endeavour, as far as
possible, to follow on the lines indicated
by_the previons speaker. If will be neces-
sary probably for me fo cnticise many
of the aetions of the Government, bui I
desire to assure the Colonial Beevetary
that my eriticism will be made with only
one object in view, namely to bring aboat
an improved condition of affairs. I am
prepared to diseuss the actions of the
Government from the standpoint that
Ministers mean well, T believe that in
many of the undertakings on whieh the
Government have embarked they meant
well. Rut, unfortunately, they have been
inexperienced men, and they have bheen
either too strong or too weak to consult
and confer with those willing and able
to advise. As I =aid yesterday, to me il
is immaterial whether the affairs of this
country are administered by a Labour
Government or by & Liberal Govern-
ment. My whole personal interest is tied
np in this Stale, and, let any one say
what he will, when I speak in this House
on behalf of the people T represent I do
my hest to put their ease forward, and
in representing them I represent myseif.
T honestly do not c¢are who administers,
Tiberal or Tabour, so long as we get
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some sort of decent administration. Dur-

ing the last four years we have had
administration of which no one might
be proud. The hest 1hat the mover of
the Address-in-reply eould say was,
boiled down, the wheal being separated
fram the chaff, “T cannot say anything
good about the Government, but the Em-
pire is up against an awkward trouble,
and the feast T can do is to say nothing
had nbout Ministers”” That is what I ex-
tracted from the speech of AMr. Kirwan
in moving the Address-in-reply; and Mr.
Kirwan urged upon other hon. members
to adopt the same attitude. For my part
T hold utterly different views on Lhe
snbject. I claim that it is the duty of
hon, members to express (heir opinions.
They are here for that purpuvse. 1t is
their duly (o fell this or any other
Yinistry how they think the affairs of
the State and this portion of the British
Empire should be earried on during the
trying period ahead of us. However, T
tried to make myself elear on thal point
yesterday.” Tt is our duty to see thai
the affairs of the country are adminis-
fered in such a way that we may ulti-
mately become of nssistance to the K-
pire and mnot a drag, as we are
likely {0 be.  The affairs of Western
Australia ought not to he allowed to
drift longer as they have heen allowed
to drifi during the last
vears. Yesterday I referred to the de-
ficit for the past month. The Press did
nob seem to eateh my point properly,
and, therefore, T will fouch on the sub-
Jeet again. I will take the Treasury
figures for last month. Of course, I can-
not take anything else, Lecouse we can-
not gzel anvthing e¢lse, Read in conjune-
tion with the Treasurer’s explanation
vesterday, those figures, which we may
take as correect, and which do not give
anything but an optimistie view of the
situation, seeing that they take no ac-
count of interest or sinking fund or
anything of that sort, disclose o deficit
for the last month of £150,000. That is
according to the Treasury figures. which
are the only profit nid loss aceount we
got, and which are pretty acenrate. They
take no account of material on hand,

three or four
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sleepers and so forth; but uveither do
they include the liabilities of thousands
of pounds owing by the Government
from one end of the State to the ather.
Taking the Treasury figures as a profit
and lvss aceount, for the past month the
State made a Joss of £150,000. 1 reckou
that out as a less of £3,000 a day,
or, for an eight-hours day, which rep-
resents {he policy of the present Gov-
ernment, £600 per hour, or £10 per min-
ute. That is the vesult of the first month
of this financial year. Looking at the
matter from another standpoint, every
man, woman, and child in this State has
been mortgaged to the extent of 10s. per
head on last month's transactions.
There are about 300,000 people in this
State, and the defieit amounts to aboul
£150,000 for last month. Before proceed-
ing T wish to make some reference to the
able speech delivered by Mr. Millington

in seconding (he Address-in-veply. That
hon. member evidently agrees that

speech was given to us to coneceal our
thoughts, because. after Mr. Kirwan lad
concluded, Mr. Millington simply rose
and said, ““These are my sentimeuts: [
second the metion’’ For my pari, |
have come to the c¢emelusion that Mr.
Millington is unable to deliver two up-
posite speeches on the selfsame subject.
T have reason (o believe that My, Milling-
ton has bheen delivering speeches in cau-
cus somewhat on the  lines of the
speeches Lhat we deliver here. Tt will he
interesting if Mr. AMillington, should he
have the opportunity of again speaking
to the Address-in-reply, would stand up
here and deliver through vou, Mve. Pre-
sident, to the electors of this State the
syeech he ought 1o have delivered last
week and he speech that he does
deliver when eriticising members of
the Ministry in  eancus. Next, T
would like fo toueh on fhe much
disenssed  freezing  works at  Wynd-
ham, The matter is one I can claim to
know something about. T am inclined to
give the Government credit for what
thev have attempted to do in this con-
nection. The Government of this State
have at last realised that something
should he done for the North, and done
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at once. The possibility of f[reezing
works, or the promise of such works, has
been in evidence for years past. 1t is
vears ago since a [Liberal Govermment
made provision on the Estimates for
such an undertaking.  However, they
failed to go on with the works. Then
a Labour Ministry eame inte power, and
Mr. Johnson, then Minister for Works,
and an authority on evervthing, econ-
demned the proposal. At last, however,
the Government woke up to the fact
that something must be done; and. the
matter being urgent, they started out, [
believe, with an honest desire to do whal
was right. Buat from a lack of experi-
enee and from an objection to consulting
with any one who did know and could
give advice on the subject, ihey appear
to have made a hopeless mess of the
freezing works, for the time heing at all
events, Let me give one instance of the
necessity for freezing works, an insiance
that oceurred this year. A man namad
Dillon went inte the back blocks of East
I{imberley, among ihe natives, practic-
ally on his own, five or six years ago.
This year he had reached the stage of
having 100 four-year old bullocks. Be-
fore he could ship them, he had to dip
them, and he put them through the dip
near Wyndham.  The stock inspector
was away and the eook was in charge.
Well, the cook cooked the bullocks. The
shipping people say it was the Stock
Department that did the mischief, and
the Stock Department say it was the
shipping people; bat the fact remains
that of Mr. Dillon’s shipment of 100
bullocks only 31 were landed at Fre-
mantle, Sixty.nine were lost on the voy-
age. The freight was £3 10s. per head.
Thus. after payment of freight and de-
duelion of agent’s commission, Mr. Dillon
owed his agent £120.

The Colonial Seerstarv: Those bul-
locks were dying when put on hoard the
ship.

Hon, .J. J. HOLMES: Tt malters not
whether the Stock Department conked
the bullocks or the shipping people killed
them on the voyage, but the ship that
brought those bullocks to Fremantle is
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one of the best in the trade, having been
built for the Indian horse trade. At all
events, the fact remains that 69 bullocks
out of 100 were lost on the voyage.
Here we have the finest eattle country
in Australasia, and men going into the
back blocks lo trv and develop it, with
this result—when they reach the stage of
having something to sell, they lose their
little all. These are facts which
should, I think, induce the Govern-
ment ta push on with the freezing works
in the manner suggested. Turther, let
me call attention to Lhe faect that not only
did the pastoralist 1 refer Lo lose cattle
on that voyage, hut out of 785 shipped
only 596 were landed, 189 being lost on
the voyage, Apart from that, 1 have
made it clear to the House on more than
one occasion ‘that when a cattle steamer,
say the “Kwinana,” comes out of Wynd-
ham with S00 bollocks on board, every
one of thase hillacks loses 100 pounds in
weight by the time Fremantle is reached.
And this loss is not in bone and sinew,
but in {lesh. Eight hundred bullocks
each losing 100 pounds at 6d. per 1b. re-
Tresent a wastage of £2,000 between fle
port of shipment and the port of con-
sumption.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: It has taken you
a number of years to find that out.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: It is always
assumed, apparently, that we people who
nnderstand the business . have some ul-
terior ohject in view.. We are not lis-
tened to, and we are not consulted. The
Government prefer to pick up some
carpet-bagger or adventurer who corners
them with a lovely scheme to save £50,000
on the transaction. When the gentleman
wets the Government into the bag, he can-
not earry out his promises, and the Gov-
crhment have to buy him out. T plead to
the Government to cobsult members of
this Chamber or of the other Chamber
who understand the subject. I de not
profess to know much, but T do know
something about the pastoral industry.
The North Provinee is represented in this
House by Sir Edward Wittenoom, Mr.
Connor, and myself; and will anyone
deny that we have the development of
the North at heart and would give hon-



106

est and reliable advice in connection wilh
a matfer like this?

Hon. R. (. Ardagh: Why did you not
start the works yourselves?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: That is just the
point T have been waiting for. One of
the undertakings which the (Government
should start is {reezing works at Wynd-
ham. There are millions of acres of
country in the North not yet taken up.
Now, if present holders are allowed to
establish freczing works, what hope has
the man who comes afterwards? How
are lhe millions of acres yet lying idle to
be stocked and what would happen if the
present holders combined and got control
of the Freezing works? If there is one
enterprise which the Government should
take in hand it is freezing works,
and that not only at Wyndhar, but
throughout all the northern parts of
Western Australia, in the same way as
has been done in Queensland. Queensland
was hrought out of darkness into light hy
this means, and the same can be said of
New Zealand.

Sitting suspended from 6.17 te 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T was speaking
of what had taken place in New Zealand
and  Queensland and  elsewhere where
freezing works have been established,
and I think I can predict without fear of
contradiction that if freezing works
were established on the northern portion
af our coast the same result would fol-
Jow. 1 can say further that there is no
hoype whatever of properly developing
the northern part of this couniry unless
freezing facilities are provided on the
lines [ suggest. Mr. Nirwan has asked
why private enterprise had not taken up
the matter of freczing works. In the
days when private enterprise might have
taken it up there was the same difference
of opinion ameng members of the pas-
toral community as there is to-day,
namely they could not trust one another
as to what share each was to have in the
undertaking.  That being so T do not
think it would he a fair thing for the
public to put themselves in the hands of
a combination controlling the meat sup-
ply of the State. Tf they do, then the
public are bound to suffer. Apart from
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that, T do not think private enterprise
wonld fake on ventures of tlns kind in
these days when everything likely to he
profilable is socianlised. I do not think
any private capital is available for freez-
ing works up North. If there is, then
ihiere is plenty of room for development
in the untouched portions of the country
up there. But (he northern portion of
the State will never he developed as ii
should be, except freezing facilities are
provided. When a man has worked him-
self into the position of vwning 100 head
of cattle, he finds himself losing on those
cattle as in the case of Dillon. With freex-
ing works at Wyndham those bullocks
would be worth £1,000, bub shipping them
under existing condilions resulied in a loss
of £120. Hon, members frequentiy speak
in Favour of agrienltural railways here,
there, and everywhere. Unfortunately,
some hon, members advocate agricultural
railways where there is no possibility of
suecessful agrienlture.

Hon. E. McLarty: That is a matter of
ohinion.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Yes, and T as-
swme that when a member comes here
and expresses himself in favour of =n
railway, I have an equal right to oppose
it. T am not opposing any of these rail-
ways, beyond saying we should not eon-
struet agrienltural railways except in
agricultural counlry. Those people up
North, with possibilities of pastoral devel-
opment, cannot get any facilities at all,
not even a well, and when it comes to
metting their ecatile to port there is 50
miles of country to be negotiated without
waler. Let me read this joint letter which
[ have received from six pastoralisis,
whose holdings are in the neighbourhood
of Broome-—

We beg to draw vour atiention o
the appalling condition of the water
supply on the stock route from Beagle
Bay to Broome, on the latter portion
of which there is ne water supply now
for watering stock for fifiy miles,
namely from Wanganut to the Broome
Common. Some years ago the Govern-
ment fixed vp some iroughing on a
disnsed well (Bone’s Well) which be-
longed to Streeters, but the well and
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trough, throngh want of attention, also
age, are quite useless. To enable us to
get our stock to Broome for shipment
it requires at least two wells between
Wanganut and Broome, We would
suggest a well and troughing to be put
at Barred Creek (25 miles from Wan-
ganut) and another at what is known
as the Two Wells, about 10 miles from
Barred Creek. (There were once two
old wells at this place). This wounld
then leave a distance of 15 miles to
Broome Cemmon, At the present time
it is almost impossible to get through
with our cattle, except in the wet sea-
son, and as we are all only small squat-
ters we trust you will bring this before
the Minister and have it nttended to at
once, and oblige.

That is only another indication of the
diffieulties men have to contend with up
thére. As to the possibilities of the
North, let me refer hon. members fo what
Mr. Surveyor Canning has said. He is
not a man given to making erratic state-
ments. He knows the northern portion
of the State, from Wyndham right down
to Perth, and it- was he, it will be re-
membered, who established what is
known as the Canning stock route. He
told me with his own lips that there is
lying untonched and unused a strip of
country behind Wyndham and Derby
capable of carrying 20 million sheep.
Thal couniry will be unused until faeili-
ties are provided for bringing stock to
market. When we have such an area of
country lying there, surely water supply
at least should be available on the traek
to port. Then, of course, as the country
developed freezing facilities would have
to be provided at Derby and other ports
for the South. I am advocating the
pushing on of the works at Wyndham
becanse Wyndham is the furthest away
and a most diffieuli place to handle,
owing to the fact that it is in tick infested
country. Dipping the caitle up there in
the hot season and putting them on the
hoat, tends fo all sorts of complications
followed by heavy moriality. That freez-
ing works will have to be established at
Derhy and other places later on
no one will deny, They must and
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will ecome, or the northern portion
of the State will never he devel-
oped as it should be. What I am

concerned about is the holding up of this
commendable stari which the Govern-
ment made to have the freezing works
esiablished by next year. It was pub-
lished in the Press in June last that Mr.
Nevanas had the contract, and had un-
dertaken to complete the works by next
June. Now we have (he statement by the
Premier in another place that this man
lind a eoniract to ereet the works for
£150,000, and that the officers of the de-
partment said it eould not be done for
less than £200,000. Yel the contract has
heen cancelled, This man Nevanas, I un-
derstand, undertook to ecomplete the
works by June next, and now, in conse-
quence of the eancellalion, the Govern-
ment will have to spend an additional
£30,000, and the works will not he com-
pleted until a year later. The question
is, why was the contract cancelled? Hav-
ing & coniract of that deseription ne
private employer would have cancelled
it, The contraclor might have asked to
have ii cancelled, in which case he would
have to pay compensation. But this con-
traet appenrs to have been cahcelled not-
withstanding that the Public Works offi-
cors stated that it would ecost £50,000
more o compleie than the contractor had
undertaken fo complete it for, If the
works are to be delayed anobher year it
will mean a serious loss to the people up
there. I hope the Minister will give an
explanation salisfactory to those con-
cerned, and that the works will be pushed
on without unneecessary delay. I believe
the Ctovernment started out on this work
realising the difficuities and with an hon-
ourable inteniion to solve the problem
and solve it quickly, and I believe they
were on the right track. The matier was
urgent, and if ihey were going to save
£50,000 it was a fair thing to slip in
quickly and sccure lhe contract. Buti to
let the coniract, which their own officers
said would cost £200,000, to a man pre-
pared lo do it for £150,000, and at the
same time save a year, and then
to cance]l that coentract and pay com-
pensation, presents a problem difti-
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enlt for me to wunderstand. T hope
the Minister will tell us something
about this contract. Certainly we
are entitled to know all. If we had
been consulted at the onset the dif-
ficulty would never have arisen. I
liope we will have an assurance from the
Minister that the work will be pro-
ceeded with, even if it is by day labour,
as 1 understand the proposal now is, and
I hope no time will be lost in pushing the
work to completion. The contractor must
have known, and did know when he made
the confract, that he could never com-
plete it under the conditions imposed. On
the question of freight, the material re-
quired for the work was anything from
10,000 to 15,000 tons. There are only
fwo steamers visiting Wyndham, two
Government boats. The ““Kwinana’
" visits about every three to five weeks,
and the ‘N 277 visits en rounie for
Port Darwin, about every two months.
The “N. 2” is under a mail contract and
has to keep to sehedule time, and has not
half an hour to waste on the way up or
down. The ‘‘Twinana'’ is a ecatile
boat. She is due at Wyndham at a eer-
tain date, at Derby at ancther date, and
so on right through the season to pick
up her shipments of cattle that have
been driven to port. Someone, how-
ever, appears to have undertaken to
deliver by these two steamers 10,000 tons
or 15,000 tons of material at Wyndham.

Hon. J. Duffell: Not necessarily by
these steamers. He was going to charter
other steamers.

Hon. J. J. IIOLMES: There were
10000 to 15,000 tons of material to be
landed at VWyndham.

The Colonial Seeretary: Ten thousand
tons.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: They could
only land 15 tons per day at Wyndham.
If one of the steamers went into
Wyndhiam and had 1,500 tons of cargo
she has to lie there for 30 days to dis-
charge it. What is going to happen to
fat stock that would be waiting for ship-
ment for that length of time? Tt would
take seven months of continuous landing
to land all that material at Wynd-
ham. How, then, in the name of

[COUNCIL]

common sense, is a man going to ereet
works in ten months? Probably he
would get the roof first and the foun-
dation last, or vice versa. He would not
know how he wounld get the malerial. Yat
knowing this Mr. Nevanas published in
the Sunday Times on the 13th June last
the fact that he was going to build these
works and have them completed by
June next, He must have known, and
he did know, and if the Government did
not lknow they shonld have known, that
it was a physical impossibility, and that
it could never be done. It would take
seven months alone to land the material
at Wyndham,

Hon. W, Kingsmill: Did they not pay
him a big sum to inspect and report?

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: I do not know
anything about that; T am merely seek-
ing information.

The Colenial Seeretary: You have al-
ready had that information.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: We have not had
the information that it would take seven
months to land the material, and that
the works were to be put up in ten
months, Reference was made this after-
noon by one hon, member to the support
I have given to the State steamship ser-
vice in this State, I bave supported this
service from the outset., When the Wil-
son  (Government suggested the State
steamship service on the North-west
coast it was supported by myself, and
when the Labour people come along with
a similar proposal, [ agaim sapport it.

Hon. J. Cornell: I do not think any-
body opposes it now,

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: (iven proper
steamships, and having got rid of the
“Western Awstralia,” and under the pre-
sent management, if this management is
left alone, I am quile satisfied that it will
becoine a profitable undertaking in the
near future. The mystery of those who
know anything about the business is how
the (Government have heen able to do
auvthing at all with the “Western Ans-
tralia” When they wanted to send her
to Port Darwin she had to take 1,500
tons of eoval, and that coal cost her 30s.
a ton. Then that only left 250 tons of
space for cargo. If they.-had used Collie



[4 Aueust, 1915.]

coal as suggested, there would have been
no room for any cargo at all. She would
never have carried enough coal to take
her to Wyndham. Having got rid of the
“Western Australia,” and having the
pussibilities of a better boat, there is
plenty of good work [for the Gov-
ernment to do with these State steam-
ers, not only in faking up material
for the development of the North-
West, but in taking back live stock
to the meiropolitan area. We are lold
that this 18 a socialistic enferprise, Are
not the railways through the agricultnral
areas, in regard to which the hon. Mr.
MelLarty interjected this evening, secial-
istic proposals? These men up north
eannot get railwavs by whieh to send
their slock o the market. Why are nol
these people entitled to shipping facili-
ties, as well as the agriculturists down
here are entitled to railway facilities!?
That is a logieal view of the position tn
take, T =at behind the (lovernment in
their venture from ihe onset. In the
early stages 1 saw ihat the State
steamship  service was going on the
rocks and T tackled the position. 'Che
resilt has been fthat it has now been
placed on a business footing. and is, T
think, going to give good results. The
same mav he said of other socialistic en-
terprises, Tf the agrienltural people have
heen paying loo muoch for their machi-

nerv, and there is any trath in the
slatement {hat there was a combine
amongst  the machinery people, and

if the Government thought they eonld
produce machinery hetter and cheaper
than fhis combine, and thought they
could defeal the ends of this com-
hine, they had a perfect right to take this
on. But the question is, are these works
likely to bring abount this result?

Hon. W. Kingamill:
properly ?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: We heard zome
months ago that this was just the one
place where evervthing was run properly
and where the Government stroke was
never heard of. We have heard that thev
were a happy family there. and that the
nianager was a masterpiece, and the right
man in the right place. Now what hap-

Are they tun

109

1ens? We hear DMinisters telling an-
other story altogether. We hear the Hon,
Mr, Angwin on Mr, Davies, the lale
manager, and Mr. Davies on the Hon.
dMr. Angwin. I eclaim that we have a
I'ublic Service Commissioner here, and
that he is the gentleman who should bave
io dea]l with Mr, Davies.

The Colenial Seeretary: He does not
come under the Public Service Act.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: Tt does not mat-
ter, When I had sometihing to say about
the State Steamship serviee, the Govern-
ment appointed four Royal Commissions
to inquire as to whether what I said was
true or not. When they found that what
I =aid was true, they shut up the inquiry,
and 1 never gol a verdiet of the court
which they erented. Now, we have Mr,
Davies on the State Tmplement Works.
Wiy eannpt Mr. Davies have four Royal
Commigsions, and why cannot there he an
inquiry into the State Implement Works?

ITon. J. Cornell: 1s 0 Royal Commnis-
sion appotnted when the manager of a
mine is sacked?

Bon, J. J. HOLMES: He is not the
manager of a mine.  These are
affairs,

Hon. .I. Cornell: Tt is the shareholders’
affair in connection with a mine,

Fon. JJ. J. TTOLMES: T feel inelined ta
sy —

Do what one may,
Rogs will hark and asses will bray.

But that of course is not Parliament-
ary. Mining  ventures are. private
venntures, and you ran leave tfne share-
holders to deal with them, ut these
are our enleryrises, we are all share-
tolders, TE what Mr. Angwin said aboui
Mr. Davies is correct, then Mr, Angwin
lag failed in his duty to the State. 1F
‘what Mr. Davies savs about Mr, Anewin
i correct. the enly inference to be drawn
is that Mr. Angwin is not fit {0 oceupy
hiz preseut position. T do not know Mr,
Navies in any way. but T say he should
he #iven an opportnnity to clear s rhar-
acter, or he should have been dealt with
move severely than he has been. TUnles:
the Government tackle these propositions,
and put it upon some sort of satisfactory
hasis, thev will be tackied by somehody
on hehalf of the Stale sooner or later.

our
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These propositions have to he tackled.
The diffieullies into whieb they bave been
aliowed to drift necessitate their being
tackled, and taekled right here and now.
Oue of the principal charges in connec-
tion with the matter is, T understand, the
question ol costs and the keeping of ae-
commls, | gather from the Press, having
o other source of information, that the
'ublic Works Department keeps the ac-
counts, that the management run the
works, and the DPublic Works Derart-
meni runs the business part of them.

The Colonial Seeretarv: Ouly reecently.

Hon. 3. ). HOLMES: Implemenis
have been sold from these works during
the lasl twelve mounths, The Minister
now savs in the Press that they did not
even know the cost of the arlicles they
were zelling.  Could anything be more
menstrous ? The first thing that a business
man does, if he has anything to sell, is
to find out the cost of his goods, anil
what it would cost to sell them, aund
what profits he wanis to make, and he then
fixes his price,

The Colonial Secretary: That was the
duty of the manager.

Hon. 1. J. HOLMES: Not if that par-

ticular portion of his work was taken
away from him and handed 1o the Public
Warks Department,  We are fold that
machinery went ont of the works twelve
months ago withoal being debited (o the
custuiners, or the customers having been
asked Tar paxmment. Prohably they never
will he psked for payment. T this 1=
tackling the machinery works, and if this
is the way the machinery eombine is being
tackled. there ean be only one result—
namely {hat the combine will be justified
in charging the prices they have been
chaveing. The State ecan never lhope to
eomprefe against them, no matier what the
prices are, nnder condifions of this sort.
J am nof condemning the State Imple-
ment Warks. Tt may be they were justi-
fiel, But if they are neressary, for good-
ness sake let the Government run them
on such lines thal thev will berome a
useful adjunet to the State, instead of a
dvain ny.ou the Treasary, as they are st
the present time, Theve is one other mat-
ter T have to deal with, and that is in re-

[COUNCIL.]

gard to State importations, The Govern-
ment have been attempting to do what the
merchants of the State should have been
doing, aud what the merehants of the
State would have done if they had been
satisfed that they would Lave been left
alone when they got their supplies here.
There are just as keen business men in
this State as ithere are elsewhere. They
would have brought flour, wheat and all
the other necessities to this State from
the Argentine, India, or other parls of
the world, if they had been satisfied that
they counld plaee them on the markef on
good terms, What did the Government
do? They imported wheat, bran, pollarl
and maize. During the last week or two,
o our nsfonisliment, we read in the Press
that the CGovernment were ealling for
tenders for the purchase of not less than
500 tons of wheat, not less than 500 tons
of hran, not less than 500 tons of pollard,
and not less fhan 500 tons of maize.
They, therefore, bronght a lot of stuff
into the country which evidenily is not
wanted now.

The Colonial Seeretary: The Govern-
ment eonld not Fforesee what the state of
the market would be,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: This was a bus-
iness risk that some merchant should bave
undertaken. some man who eould foresee
things and who would be prepared to take
a business risk il left atone. On the gues-
tion of Jdisiribution, it is common talk—
I wmay be wrong and the Minister will
eorrect me if 1 am—that there are some
00 or 400 tons of bran missing
which  eannol be acecounted for. T
cive  the statement for what it is
worth. hut  judging from the re-
ports we receive fromm the country T
ghould not be surprised if it turned out
to he troe. T am told that one man sent
down for a gqnantity of maize, The Cov-
ernment, however, wanted to get rid of
their bran, and accordingly sent =
Irmnelk  of bran along to this man.
The man replied that he did not
wanl bran, that he had asked for
maize, The Government then said,
“Can wou sell it?" and the man replied
(hat he theught he could, He thereupon
sold and distributed the bran, and sent
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down a schedule of the prices he had re-
ceived. The next thing he knew was that
he got a cheque for the full amount of the
bran. He got the bran in the first place,
but did not want it, He then asked what
he was to do with it, and was told to dis-
iribute it if he could. He distributed it
and sent down particulars of the sale,
and much to his astonishment the next
thing he got was a cheque for the bran.
If the Minister inquires he will find
that there is a good deal in what I have
said. The same thing applies to my re-
ference to machinery, It is my duty to
tell the Minister where I think he can
find some machinery that has not been
paid for. I want o assist the Minister,
and the only way to assist him is to ex-
pose such fallacies. With regard to the
famous contraet with the millers, parti-
colars of which were published this
morning, that is a contraet which never
should have been made. Tt is forecasted
in the Governor's Speech that we are to
be asked to re-enact some of the cmer-
weney measures. The Minisler told us
that we were a party to the passing of
this legislation. --So-far as T am con-
cerned, there is not going to be a re-en-
actment of the hoards whieh are running
the country, some members of which are
getting hig pay and doing nothing for it.
These boards were brought iunto exist-
ence to fix the price of food, the pro-
duct of this Stale prineipally, the prices
of which were likely to be affected, not
because of the war, but becaunse of the
dronght. Now the drought has come to
an end there is no necessity for the mem-
bers of the boards to wander about the
country interfering with the legitimate
business of private enterprise. There is
another matter T would refer to. and
that is the econtrol of the pearling indus-
try at Broome. That is a matter that
has not yet heen done with. We know
that Broome holds the hest percentage
of any town in Australia in regard to
the men it has sent to the front. We
admit that the industry is paralvsed be-
cause there is no sale for shell, and that
may be the reason why such a bhig
majority of the white population there
enlisted. There was a considerable
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number of white men engaged in
pearling at Broome and a fairly large
white population exists there. Before
guing to the war the men who enlisted
had perinits from the Federal CGovern-
ment to employ coloured labour and they
had licenses from the State Giovernment
to pearl in certain areas. Now thab
these men have gone, much to our
surprise, a combination has appeared
in  Broome with 30 or 40 boats,
and they are monopolising the trade.
That may be all right just now, but what
T am concerned about is that when the
men who have gone to the war return
to Broome, will they be in the position
to again get the permits whieh they pre-
viously held. We must remember also
thiat only a limited number of permits
ig issued. I hold that on the return of
the men who have eunlisted, the existing
licenses to the combination who are
working now will have to be cancelled.
That iz a reasonable request to make,
but it is difffeult to arrive at ithat this
is much more a Federal than a  State
matter. In these days when we hear so

-mueh from -the Federal-people of tructs

and combines, il is astounding to find
that they have been a pavty to handing
the pearling industry te a combine, but
we know that the Federal Labour peo-
ple do not like the pearling industry be-
eause of the emplovment it provides for
colowred men. It may be that in nllow-
ing the combine to come in an oppor-
tunity will be ereated to abolish the in-
duostry altogether. A special point in
favour of the pearling industry af
Broome is that so many white men are
dependent on it. The white poponlation
is fairlv largze and the flown of
Broome is one of the best along the

coast north of Qeraldton, and people
ittere have Tved on the industry.
But if the Tederal Government can
aqueeze all the white people out and
make it a Dblack idustry, then fhe
opportunily  will present itself to
aholish it. T hope that that is nol the case.
T hope that the licenses have been

aranted to the combination only to en-
able the town to tide over the existing
diffienlties while the men who were for-
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merly engaged in it are away at the war.
Living on our energies as we will have
to do we cannot afford to lose any
industry, let it be pearling at Broome
or any other, All indusiries are
wanted to keep this portion of the
Empire together during the times that
we are going through. Reference is
made in the Speech to the disease among
miners, and we are promised an amend-
ment of the Mining Aect. If this meas-
ure has for its object the saving of
the lives of men engaged in the mining
industry, and it contains any reasonable
propesal in that direction, it should cer-
tainly have the support of every hon.
member in this House.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is all yeu will
be asked to do.

Hon. J, J. HOLMES: The lives of men
are too valuable in these times to spare
any one of them, and any measure that
has for its object the minimiging of risk
or of disease attendant on any industry
will have my support. Referenece is also
made in the Speech to the inebriates’
home, the drink question and the elosing
of hotels. On the liquor question and
on the closing of hotels T hoid pro-
nounced views, and when the Bill comes
along, as I hope it will in due course, T
shall express my views fully on this sub-
ject. The tendency is to look upon the
wholesale consumption of intoxicating
liquor as a disease, but I look upon it as
a crime. T consider it is a crime for men
to absorb enormous guantities of aleohol
as they are ahsorbing it in these days. Tf
I had my way on this question, T would
make it a punishable offence for a man
to ‘“shout’’ for another, and if later oo
a referendum is taken on the matter, T
shall ask that the question of “shouting’’
shall he put before the publie
T think the matter only wants
to be discussed on the public
platform throughout the State and
the public will realise what an
enemy intoxicating drink has become in
onr midst, an enemy even as great as
Germany. Tt is eating the lives out of
the voung men and they do not seem to
find it out until it is too lale. By the
pernicions svstem of “shouting” young
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men get the desire for alcohol and they
soon become wrecks. We can see that in
all directions, When the question comes
before the House I shall have a good deal
to say upon it. There is one more matter
to whieh I desire ta vefer, and it is in
regard to the Bread Act. I shall ask the
Colonial Segretary to drop this because
if ever there was a eonspiracy befween
journeymen employed in this business and
the big bakers to get all the business
and workinte their own bands, it is
here. That was the object of the Bill
of last session, and if it comes up
again I will tackle it, T vregret
I have taken up the time of the House
for so long, but really, like Tennyson’s
brook, one could go on taking for ever
on the misdeeds of the Government. Th
question is what to leave alone, Every-
where we look we see diffienlties facing
us and no way out of them and no desire
on the part of the Government to find a
way out of them, so far as one can see.
My object in making these remarks is to
bring about an improvement, and in one
or two instances that I know something
ahout if there is any assistance that I can
give to any Government, be it Liberal or
Labonr, that assistance will be freely and
frankly given. -The Colonial Seecretary
knows what T have done for some of the
departments, Ministers seem to be snr-
rounded by one politiecal atmosphere and
they seem to think that we are sur-
rounded by another political atmosphere,
and that no good ean come ont of what
we nuay suggest. T hope that suggestions
that may be made will be considered and
that eritieism will be accepted, not that
one wants to get the present Government
out of office, but one wants to see the
affairs of the country conducted as they
should be. Money controls everything
dnd the finances of this country will
soon be making their effect felt upon the
destinies of the State and upon the peo-
ple of the Siate as well. T have been
dreaming about that £150,000 loss of
last month; no less than £5,000 a day,
£600 an honr, or £10 a minute. That is
the vesult of the Treasnrer working
eight hours a day last month. Tn addi-
tion to that, every man, woman, and child
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in Lhis Siafe is saddled as a result of
that mentb’s deficit with a mortgage of
10s.

Question put and passed:
adopted.

the Address

Touse odjonrned at 8.16 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—CORNSACKS,
TATION.
Hon. J. MITCHELL (withoui notice)
asked the Minister for Apriculture: Is it
the inlention of the Government to im-
port ecornsacks?

TMPOR-

The MINISTER PFOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: 1 might explain the
pogition in regard to cornsaeks.  ‘There

has heen a misunderstanding in the minds
of many settlers due to the fact that there
were some Press statements that it was
the intenfion of sore of the Governmeuts
of Australia to import cornsacks, but that
is not so. Throughout Australia sacks
are being supplied by the merchants in the
usual manner. At the heginning of the
sea<un, or some months baek, T had a
cunference with members of the Chamber
ol ('nmmerce, and parficularly those mer-
chants who deal in jute goods, and they
pointed out that there was a fairly large
carry over from last vear and that they

113

had made arrangements to get sufficient
for our estimaled .crop this year; conse-
quently there was no need for the Gov-
crnment to de anything,

EXPEDITIONARY  FORCES AXND

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan—
Brownhill-Ivanhoe) [4.35]: May I ex-
plain for the information of members
that we propose to submit a motion to
Parliament which wilt have the object of
granting leave of absence to members of
Parliament whe arve attached to the Iix-
pedilionary Forces. The motion will
cover the whole yeriod that those members
are away from the State. It will be sub-
mitted to-morrow.

MOTION —WAR BETWEEN BRITALN
AND GERMANY, ANNIVERSARY

OF DECLARATION.

The PREMIER (Hon, J. Seaddan—
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe} [4.37]: With your
permission, Mr. Speaker, and with the
indnlgence of the ITouse, before we pro-
ceed with the business on the notice paper
I desire to submit a motion. To-day is
the first anniversary of one of the great-
est if not the greatest event, recorded in
the history of the worid, when the great
nations of Earope ave at death grips, T
take this opportunity of referrving ta the
mwatter beeause 1 think we all realise afler
12 maonths, (hat the position to-day is
such that it requires the united effort of
evervone in (he Empire and their sym-
pathy and supyart for the purpose of
hricging the war fa a suceessful issee
fram the point of view of the British
Fmpire, aml by submitting a motion, |
want to give the House the opportunity
of exjpressing their sympathy and deter-
mination to see il to a successful end. |1
might explain the reasons why we are
to-day at death grips with one of the
wreatest military nations of the world. We
ar: all aware of the fact that the war was
not of our seeking. We were compelied
for our own protfection and the protection
of other nations to declare war upon {ier-



